How the Mew Order Will Come
set up. But things do not improve much, for there is
now no room for expansion. Custom is confined to
the town and to a few stray villages outside. When
costs have been rigorously cut down and lower wages
paid, it is found that this means that the shop-
assistants have less to spend. The old employees of
A and C are out of work altogether, and several of
the other staffs have been cut down. Some of the
townspeople then approach the town council, and
say: "Something must be done, or else we shall never
get back to prosperity. All the trade in this town is
going from bad to worse. It's your job. What are
you going to do about it?"
The town council then hold a meeting and listen
to the various suggestions which various people
have to offer.
The first suggestion laid before them is that every-
one must wait patiently, and, beyond being very
careful not to indulge in wasteful spending, go on
as before. Then everything will come right in time.
(This counsellor does not explain how everything
will come right, or how the causes which have
produced the present crisis are going to remove
themselves, or how, if everyone spends less, the
trade of the town is ever going to recover.)
The second suggestion is that B-C-D and F-G-H
shall be broken up into small competing firms once
more, and that all the neighbouring towns shall be
allowed to sell their goods in this town as before,
on condition that they pull clown their own toll-
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